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Outline

R What is a sage Grouse?

@ What is its habitat?

R What are the threats to the species?
R What is the ongoing ESA process?

® What is Nevada doing (with great thanks to Governor
Sandoval.)




What is a sage grouse?

» Largest of the six grouse species in North America
» Is an indicator species of the sagebrush steppe
> Is present on about 186 million acres
» Uses a variety of habitat types during its lifecycle
» Have an elaborate courtship ritual
» Eats primarily sagebrush, but also insects and other plants




Nevada’s State Flower - Sagebrush!
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Sage grouse historical and current distribution

» 11 Western states plus Canada
» 186 million acres

> Much of it managed by the federal government in trust for the people of the U.S.

> 87% of Nevada’s land is managed by the federal government




Federal land managed in Nevada

Multi use concept
A western state of mind!

LEGEND

[ states

Surface & Subsurface Federal Ownership &7
B Al Federal Lands

Troucen By




Greater Sage Grouse habitat in Nevada

Land use restrictions will impact the most valuable hard rock
mining areas in the U.S.

Nevada Department of Wildlife
Greater Sage-Grouse 9

Habitat Categories
\:’ 1 - Essential/lrreplaceable Habitat
[ ] 2- Important Habitat

- 3 - Habitat of Moderate Importance
- 4 - Low Value Habitat/Transitional Range
I 5 - Unsuitable Habitat
\:l Pending Completion
I N/A - Non-Habitat
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Ideal sage grouse habitat

» Well established sagebrush community
» Sparse or no pinyon, juniper or other elevated perches
> Proximity to water/grasses during portions of the year
» Lack of disturbance, especially during leking




[deal habitat (cont.)




Population declines?

» Sage grouse number appear to be highly cyclic

» Research suggests little or no mention by early explorers
in Nevada (Fremont, Smith, Ogden, et.al.)

» Populations were large in the 1930’s and 1950’s (grazing?)

» Populations appear to be in decline - some estimates: 16
million birds 100 year ago, 500,000 today




Reasons for population declines
(threats)

R Threats vary by state and region.

R Threats in some states include urbanization,
agricultural expansion, oil and gas development, etc.

R It is recognized that lack of regulatory protections on
federally managed lands is an issue (more on this.)

R In Nevada, the primary threat is wild fire and
Invasive species.

R Other threats include predators, pinyon/juniper
encroachment, grazing (cows and horses), mineral
and energy development and hunting.




Grandma Biaggi’'s Sage Grouse Recipe

» Obtain a large healthy sage grouse

» Clean, pluck and season lightly with salt, pepper and
garlic

» Marinade in homemade marinara sauce for 2 to 4 hours

» Preheat BBQ to 400 degrees

» Place marinated sage grouse on a cedar plank and place
in BBOQ

» Cook 1.5 hours




Sage Grouse recipe (cont.)

@ Remove cooked grouse and cedar plank.

® Throw away grouse and eat cedar plank.




Primary sage grouse threat in Nevada

G2

Wildfire Invasive species
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Acres Burned by Wildland Fires in Western Great Basin
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Perspective is the key...

R In Nevada, mining’s footprint is less than 150,000
acres...out of almost 71,000,000

R A like amount of habitat can be burned in one
summer afternoon...




A major threat in all states: A lack ot
tederal agency regulatory controls

» Recognized that the federal LMA’s need better
regulatory controls to protect sagebrush habitats.

» Way to do this is for them to amend Land Use Plans
by restricting or eliminating various land uses.

» Must go through the NEPA process.

» DEIS identified six alternatives.

» No action
» Some highly prescriptive land use requirements.
» State alternative (Alt. E) which mining supports.




Nevada Sagebrush Ecosystem Council

» Established by Governor Sandoval

» Endorsement by the Nevada Legislature

» State Ecosystem Technical Team (multi
agency/disciplinary)

» Develop the “Nevada Plan”

No exclusion zones

Utilize the “avoid, minimize, mitigate” concept

Use economic drivers to protect critical habitat (Credit
Mitigation System)

Improper grazing is a problem

Address the wild horse/burro dilemma

Predator control
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GSG Timeline

» The DEIS comment period ended on January 29, 2014

» The DEIS was 1083 pages with numerous maps and
tables.

» NVMA'’s comments were 73 pages!

» 17,000 comments received.

» Preferred alternative identified by late summer
» Consistency review/further comments

» Final plan modifications by mid to late fall 2014
» USFWES listing decision in September 2015.




Federal Legislation

R Reid-Heller - Includes federal land purchases for
mining, set mitigation fees, wilderness tradeoffs.

&R Amodei bill - Address fire related habitat loss and
ensure the federal land managers do necessary
rehabilitation and protection before prescriptive land
use restriction are put into place.




Bi-State i1s a bellwether

R As goes the Bi-State population so goes the GSG.

R A preliminary listing decision as threatened has been
made.

R No matter what decision is made on GSG in
September 2015 it will be litigated.

R Listing has implications to not only exploration and
mining but also to agriculture, energy development,
recreation and other traditional land uses.




The challenge: Find a balance. Preserve and protect
our sagebrush ecosystem while maintaining economic
vitality and the western way of life.

Photo by the Las Vegas Sun
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