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IMCC 2025 Annual Meeting June 22-25 in Gillette, Wyoming 
 
The Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC) 2025 Annual Meeting will be held from June 22-25 at 
the CAM-Plex in Gillette, Wyoming.  We have reserved a block of rooms at the Arbuckle Lodge, and 
bookings can be made by calling the front desk at (307) 685-6363.  This hotel does not use a booking link 
for group reservations, so mention our meeting and the IMCC when calling to book.  
 
We are excited to be working with our colleagues in Wyoming to offer 
a tour of Black Thunder Mine on Monday afternoon, following the 
morning’s meetings.   
 
Please be sure to email your registration form to Madeline at 
mhoggarth@imcc.isa.us, along with any questions you may have. 
Meeting information can also be found on the website.   
 

 
IMCC 2025 Mid-Year Meeting November 2-5 in Washington DC 
 
The IMCC Mid-Year Meeting for 2025 will be held at the historic 
Mayflower Hotel, which is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year. 
More details to follow as we work to provide another great Mid-Year 
Meeting experience for you all. 
 

 

2025 IMCC Awards Program is Open for Nominations 
 
We are now accepting nominations for the 2025 IMCC National Reclamation Awards, Minerals 
Education Awards, and Mine Safety and Health Training Awards, which will be presented at the Annual 
Meeting in Gillette, Wyoming in June of 2025.   
 
As many of you are aware, we are using a new awards management software for our 2025 program.  Award 
submissions must now be made through our AwardStage website at the link below: 
 

2025 IMCC Awards 
 
We are bound to encounter new challenges as we transition to this method for managing awards.  
Please submit any questions and feedback you may have through the Contact Form on the AwardStage site, 
or via email at mhoggarth@imcc.isa.us.  This will ensure we can see and respond to your questions in a 
timely manner.  
 
 
 

 
 
     
 

    
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
 
IMCC 2025 Annual Meeting 
June 22-25, 2025 
The CAM-Plex & Arbuckle Lodge 
Gillette, Wyoming 
 
IMCC 2025 Mid-Year Meeting 
November 2-5, 2025 
The Mayflower Hotel  
Washington, DC 
 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission 
437 Carlisle Drive, Suite A 
Herndon, VA 20170 
Ph: 703.709.8654/Fax: 703.709.8655 
Email: mhoggarth@imcc.isa.us 
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Good Sam Pilot Bill Becomes Law 
 
In a historic moment, the Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act (S. 2781) was 
passed by the House of Representatives December 10th and signed into law by President Biden on 
December 17th.  Good Samaritan legislation has been debated since the 1980s and has long been an IMCC 
priority. IMCC supported this legislation over the last two years, including through a policy resolution and 
generation of multiple letters of support to Congress.  As this Good Samaritan bill was being considered in 
the House, the IMCC resolution supporting it was impactful.  A critical juncture in the House’ consideration 
of the bill was the hearing held by the House Energy and Commerce Committee in October.  In advance of 
this hearing, IMCC provided copies of its resolution to over 30 members of Congress on the Committee who 
represent IMCC member states.  After the Committee approved the bill, another critical point was 
convincing House leadership, who were faced with many competing legislative priorities in the waning 
days of the 118th Congress, to use part of the little time they had left for a floor vote on the bill.  We 
understand that the copy of the resolution we sent to the Speaker of the House and the House Minority 
Leader was persuasive in convincing them to move forward with a vote on the bill.   
  
The liability protection afforded by a Good Samaritan Program is critical to state hardrock AML programs’ 
ability to restore waters impacted by historic mine drainage. It will also allow conservation groups and 
mining companies to assist with cleaning up AML-impacted water. The “pilot” program established by S. 
2781 is limited, providing 15 Good Samaritan permits over the course of 7 years, but is nevertheless a 
significant and exciting step, which will hopefully lead to the establishment of a full-scale program in the 
future. IMCC is in communication with the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Mountains, Deserts 
and Plains to provide state input on implementation of the new pilot program and ensure states have all 
the information needed to make the most of this opportunity. 
 
 

 
Hardrock AML Grants for States Are Open 
 
The funding opportunity State grants for the long-awaited, first-of-its-kind Abandoned Hardrock Mine 
Reclamation (AHMR) program opened on December 12th. States have until March 14th to apply for $50,000 
grants for inventorying and up to $250,000 grants for AML reclamation projects.  A total of $3.7m is 
available.  Reclamation funding can be used to address impacts from any non-coal mining that occurred 
prior to November 15, 2021 and was inadequately reclaimed.  In addition to reclamation, the funding can 
be used for non-construction costs such as design and engineering, compliance, and project 
management.  All inventory grant applications are expected to be funded.  Grants for reclamation projects 
will be awarded from remaining funding on a competitive basis using the point-system specified in the 
grants guidance. 
  
IMCC has been working closely with the Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) and 
coordinating state input on implementation of this grants program since before it was established by the 
IIJA in 2021.  IMCC has provided state input on many aspects of the program, including the types of grants 
that should be offered, how evaluation criteria OEPC uses to select projects should be structured, and how 
to minimize administrative workload. 
  
More information on the grant opportunity, including the final guidance for the state grants, can be found 
at GrantSolutions.gov by entering the grant code: D-AQD-FA-25-005. 
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AMLER Roundtable in Washington, DC 
 
OSMRE hosted a roundtable meeting with states and tribes receiving Abandoned Mine Lands Economic 
Revitalization (AMLER) program grants at Department of Interior Headquarters in Washington, DC on 
December 5, 2024. 
  
The primary focus of the meeting was a draft Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document OSMRE 
prepared to clarify application of 2 CFR 200 rules on protection of federal interest in real property for 
AMLER projects.  The meeting was a first opportunity for States to obtain clarification of the new OSMRE 
interpretation of how SMCRA Section 408 affects 2 CFR Part 200 requirements for federal interest 
protection in the context of the AMLER program and the new treasury funding the IIJA provided for the 
coal AML program.  OSMRE interprets section 408 make liens for protection of the federal interest 
unnecessary for AML projects focused purely on reclamation activities.  OSMRE also offered clarification of 
what is considered “property improvement” for purposes of federal interest requirements and how and 
when notice of federal interest must be filed.  OSMRE’s relatively new, relaxed interpretation of  which sites 
are eligible for AMLER funding was also discussed.  During the meeting, the States identified other issues 
on which further clarification is needed, including: how federal interest in AMLER projects must be tracked 
and monitored and whether “end dates” can be established for federal interest in a property.  OSMRE and 
the States also discussed the Government Accountability Office’s report on the AMLER program, reporting 
and metrics for direct paid AMLER grants, and potential legislative priorities for the AMLER program. 
 

 
States’ Legal Challenge of the 2024 OSMRE Ten Day Notice Rule 
 
Decision on Motion for a Preliminary Injunction 
  
On December 24, 2024, Judge Reggie Walton of the US District Court for the District of Columbia rendered 
a decision denying the State’s motion for a preliminary injunction prohibiting implementation of the 
new Ten Day Notice (TDN) Rule.  Judge Walton did not consider the merits of the States’ challenge of the 
TDN Rule in rendering this decision.  
  
Under federal case law, a party seeking a preliminary injunction must persuade the court on each of four 
points.  One of the points is that the party seeking the injunction will suffer irreparable injury if an 
injunction is not granted.  Judge Walton believed the States’ motion for a preliminary injunction did not 
adequately demonstrate that the states are suffering any harm from implementation of the new TDN 
Rule.  According to Judge Walton’s reasoning, all but one of the declarations various states submitted in 
support of the motion showed that the States had not received many TDNs historically and this did not 
change with the adoption of the new TDN Rule.  Even though West Virginia’s declaration said the number of 
TDNs it received after the new rule took effect increased by a factor of 47, Judge Walton failed to see any 
demonstrated connection between the new rule and the increased number of TDNs.  Because, in the judge’s 
opinion, the States did not show irreparable injury would result from leaving the new TDN Rule in effect 
pending a final decision in the case, he denied the motion. 
  
Briefing Schedule 
  
Judge Walton will address the merits of the States’ challenges to the TDN Rule when it considers the States’ 
motion for summary judgement in the case.  This motion and the States’ opening brief were filed on 
December 17, 2024.  The briefs of the federal government and intervenors (the Citizens Coal Council, Sierra 
Club and Center for Biological Diversity intervened in the case in support of OSMRE) were due on January 
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24, 2025.  The case is expected to be fully briefed by March 7, 2025.  Thereafter, the case will be ripe 
for decision.  
 

 
 
IMCC Transition Report for the Interior Department 
 
On December 27, 2024, IMCC submitted a transition report to Kate MacGregor, lead for the Interior 
Department Transition team for the incoming Trump Administration and Secretary of the Interior 
Designee, Governor Doug Burgum.  This was shared with member states on January 3 of the new year.  The 
IMCC thanks its member states for your review of and comments on the draft versions of this report.  They 
were very helpful. 
 

 
 
 
Trump Administration First Day Executive Orders and Actions to Organize the Government 
 
Executive Order - “Unleashing American Energy” – Part 1 – AML and the IIJA Disbursement Pause 
  
Unleashing American Energy – The White House 
 
IIJA Disbursement Pause 
 
Section 7a of “Unleashing American Energy” pauses disbursements of funds appropriated through the IIJA 
for an indefinite duration while the government evaluates the consistency of the programs under which the 
disbursements are made with the policy goals established by the EO: 
Sec. 7.  Terminating the Green New Deal.  (a)  All agencies shall immediately pause the disbursement of 
funds appropriated through the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-169) or the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58), including but not limited to funds for 
electric vehicle charging stations made available through the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Formula Program and the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary Grant Program, and shall 
review their processes, policies, and programs for issuing grants, loans, contracts, or any other financial 
disbursements of such appropriated funds for consistency with the law and the policy outlined in section 2 
of this order.  Within 90 days of the date of this order, all agency heads shall submit a report to the Director 
of the NEC and Director of OMB that details the findings of this review, including recommendations to 
enhance their alignment with the policy set forth in section 2.  No funds identified in this subsection (a) 
shall be disbursed by a given agency until the Director of OMB and Assistant to the President for 
Economic Policy have determined that such disbursements are consistent with any review 
recommendations they have chosen to adopt. 
 (emphasis added) 
 
The EO requires agency heads to evaluate each program and its attendant  procedures for consistency with 
the law and policy goals set forth in Section 2 of the EO and, within 90 days (by April 20, 2025), make 
recommendations to the heads of OMB and the National Economic Council.  The Section 2 goals of the EO 
are set forth below: 

(a) to encourage energy exploration and production on Federal lands and waters, including on the 
Outer Continental Shelf, in order to meet the needs of our citizens and solidify the United States as a 
global energy leader long into the future; 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
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(b)  to establish our position as the leading producer and processor of non-fuel minerals, including 
rare earth minerals, which will create jobs and prosperity at home, strengthen supply chains for the 
United States and its allies, and reduce the global influence of malign and adversarial states; 
(c)  to protect the United States’s economic and national security and military preparedness by 
ensuring that an abundant supply of reliable energy is readily accessible in every State and territory 
of the Nation; 
(d)  to ensure that all regulatory requirements related to energy are grounded in clearly applicable 
law; 
(e)  to eliminate the “electric vehicle (EV) mandate” and promote true consumer choice, which is 
essential for economic growth and innovation, by removing regulatory barriers to motor vehicle 
access; by ensuring a level regulatory playing field for consumer choice in vehicles; by terminating, 
where appropriate, state emissions waivers that function to limit sales of gasoline-powered 
automobiles; and by considering the elimination of unfair subsidies and other ill-conceived 
government-imposed market distortions that favor EVs over other technologies and effectively 
mandate their purchase by individuals, private businesses, and government entities alike by 
rendering other types of vehicles unaffordable;            
(f)  to safeguard the American people’s freedom to choose from a variety of goods and appliances, 
including but not limited to lightbulbs, dishwashers, washing machines, gas stoves, water heaters, 
toilets, and shower heads, and to promote market competition and innovation within the 
manufacturing and appliance industries; 
(g)  to ensure that the global effects of a rule, regulation, or action shall, whenever evaluated, be 
reported separately from its domestic costs and benefits, in order to promote sound regulatory 
decision making and prioritize the interests of the American people; 
(h)  to guarantee that all executive departments and agencies (agencies) provide opportunity for 
public comment and rigorous, peer-reviewed scientific analysis; and 
(i)  to ensure that no Federal funding be employed in a manner contrary to the principles outlined 
in this section, unless required by law.   
 

The pause will be in place until the Director of OMB and the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy 
have determined that such disbursements are consistent with any recommendations from the review that 
they choose to adopt.  The Assistant to the President for Economic Policy also serves as Director of the 
National Economic Council (NEC). 
 
A broad interpretation of the EO might mean that States won’t be able to draw against AML grants for any 
reason, even for reimbursement of payroll and program expenses they have already paid, before the EO 
was signed.  Basically, this would shut AML programs down.  It’s hard to believe that this “train wreck” 
scenario is what was intended, but answers as to what the EO does mean are needed. 
 
            Clarification of this EO by OMB and NEC 
 
On January 21, 2025, after several members of Congress voiced concern about a broad pause of IIJA funding 
and programs, the Directors of OMB and the NEC, who are charged with implementing Section 7 of the EO, 
issued OMB Memorandum M-25-11.  
 
OMB Memo M-25-11 – The White House 
 
This Memorandum clarifies that the pause only applies to “funds supporting programs, projects and 
activities that may be implicated by the Policy established in Section 2 of the Order.”  After consulting with 
OMB on this, federal agencies are allowed to ”disburse funds as they deem necessary.”  This could avoid the 
need to wait out the time the EO provides for agencies to report to OMB and the NEC, and whatever amount 
of time OMB and NEC will spend thereafter analyzing these reports and deciding what to do.   
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/01/omb-memo-m-25-11/
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This option is open for Interior/OSM to pursue for the AML program. I have reached out to Glenda Owens, 
who has been appointed Acting Director of OSM, and others at the Interior Department about this.  
At least two States have been able to draw funds from their IIJA AML grants since the pause was 
imposed.  It is not yet clear whether this is an indication that Interior/OSM has gotten OMB approval to 
continue disbursement of IIJA AML funds.  
 
            What is Paused? 
 
Absent a clarification per OMB Memorandum M-25-11, the EO as written clearly applies a pause to 
treasury-sourced AML money.  All of the $11.3 billion in Treasury funds The IIJA provided for AML was 
“appropriated through” the IIJA.  
 
OSMRE’s interpretation is the fee-based AML funds are not subject to the pause because they are 
not “appropriated through” the IIJA.  The IIJA authorized continuation of fee collection, but movement of 
these funds from the federal government to State AML programs is governed by pre-IIJA SMCRA and other 
federal laws.  Section 401(f)(2) of pre-existing SMCRA provides for distribution of fee-based AML funds to 
States annually according to formulas set forth elsewhere in the law.  This has made fee-based AML “off-
budget,” meaning that funds are distributed as directed by this provision, independent of the annual 
appropriations legislation adopted by Congress.  
 
Even though the hardrock AML program was established by Section 40704 of the IIJA, hardrock AML funds 
do not appear to be affected by the pause because they have been appropriated through annual budget 
legislation, independent of the IIJA.  
 
AMLER should not be paused because AMLER funds have never been appropriated through the IIJA.  
  
            Analysis 
 
Absent a clarification, the timing of the pause and follow up actions could jeopardize plans to utilize IIJA 
funds in the upcoming construction season.  The report and recommendations to OMB and NEC is due April 
20, 2025.  Afterward, these agencies will need some time to analyze a number of reports from agencies 
across the government before deciding to lift the pause.  In a best-case scenario, this analysis might be 
completed within a month.  It could be late May to early June before states know whether these funds will 
be available for projects undertaken through the summer and fall construction season. 
   
Another area where clarity is needed is what the pause means for other actions related to funding, short of 
making an actual disbursement, e.g., processing grants, grant amendments and ATPs, etc. 
In addition to the Section 7 pause on IIJA-related disbursements, Section 3 of the “Unleashing American 
Energy” EO also requires a review of “all existing regulations, orders, guidance documents, policies, 
settlements, consent orders, and any other agency actions” to identify those that place an undue burden on 
American energy production, including coal.  Within 30 days agencies are directed to suspend agency 
actions that are deemed to be an undue burden and initiate action to revise or rescind these actions. 
Section 3 could potentially give rise to arguments by industry that collection of AML fees places an undue 
burden on American coal production and the EO provides a basis for suspending the fee-based AML 
program, pending legislative action by the federal government.  An EO cannot legally supersede the law 
authorizing the fee-based AML program, but a new Administration that wants to “unleash American 
energy,” might be a receptive audience for mining industry arguments and policy concerns.  If the Interior 
Department/OSM seeks to exempt coal AML programs from the pause on disbursements that Section 7 of 
the EO imposes, the response from OMB/NEC to such a request may provide an early indication of whether 
the new Administration intends to target AML programs as part of its efforts to Unleash American Energy 
and cut $2 trillion in federal spending. 
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One last point to ponder is that President Trump has previously equated the Inflation Reduction Act with 
the “green new deal”.  This EO provides a first indication that the IIJA is also part of what he regards as the 
“green new deal”.  The new Administration is clearly hostile to the “green new deal” (as evidence, look no 
further than the title of Section 7 of the EO: “Terminating the Green New Deal”).  This EO may be just a first 
indication of the direction in which the Administration’s policy approach will evolve.  Further 
developments should be monitored closely.   
  
Executive Order -  “Unleashing American Energy” – Part 2 – Other Issues 
 
Unleashing American Energy – The White House 
 
            NEPA and Permitting Reform 
 
Executive Order 11991, authorizing the Council on Environmental Quality to promulgate procedural 
regulations under the National Environmental Policy Act, is rescinded.  This EO had been issued by 
President Carter in 1977. 
 
Within 30 days, the CEQ is directed to propose rescission of its NEPA procedural regulations, found in 40 
CFR Part 1500, and issue guidance to expedite and simplify the permitting process.  
 
Following issuance of this guidance, CEQ is directed to coordinate revision of individual agency-level NEPA-
implementing regulations for consistency with the guidance.  The CEQ guidance and agency-level NEPA 
rules are required to expedite permitting approvals and meet deadlines established by the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act of 2023 (2 years for EISs and 1 year for EAs).  The EO directs that efficiency and 
certainty are to be prioritized over all other objectives.  
 
The Secretaries of Defense, Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, Housing and Urban Development, 
Transportation, Energy, Homeland Security, the EPA Administrator and CEQ are directed to take all 
available efforts to eliminate delays within their permitting processes, particularly including use of general 
permitting and permit by rule.  For projects deemed essential to the Nation’s economy or national security, 
agencies are directed to use all possible authorities to expedite adjudication of federal permits.  Agencies 
are also directed to work closely with project sponsors to realize ultimate development of permitted 
projects.  
 
White House officials are directed to recommend legislation to Congress to: (1) facilitate permitting and 
construction of interstate energy transportation and other critical infrastructure, including pipelines, and 
(2) provide greater certainty in the federal permitting process, including streamlining judicial review of the 
application of  NEPA. 
 
Agencies are directed to adhere only to relevant legislated requirements concerning the environment in 
adjudication of federal permitting and regulatory processes.  Any consideration beyond these are 
eliminated.  Analyses are to utilize the most robust assessment methodologies and are prohibited from 
using methodologies that are arbitrary or ideologically motivated.  
 
The Interagency Working Group (IWG) on the Social Cost of Carbon is disbanded and all guidance issued by 
the IWG is withdrawn.  EPA is directed to issue guidance within 60 days to address inadequacies in the 
calculation of the social cost of carbon, including consideration of completely eliminating this calculation 
from any federal permitting or regulatory decision.  Pending issuance of this guidance, agencies are 
directed to assess changes in the value of greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the guidance in OMB 
Circular A-4 of September 17, 2003.  
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
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Within 30 days, EPA, in collaboration with other agencies, is directed to submit recommendations to OMB 
on the “legality and continuing applicability of EPA’s 2009 “endangerment finding” for greenhouse gasses 
under Clean Air Act Section 202(a). 
 
            Revocation of Previous Executive Orders 
 
All executive Orders issued by the Biden Administration dealing with climate change or environmental 
justice in any way are revoked.  Offices authorized by these EOs are abolished.  These include the following 
EOs: 
 

• EO 13990 January 20, 2021 (Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring 
Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis); 

• EO 13992 January 20, 2021 (Revocation of Certain Executive Orders Concerning Federal 
Regulation); 

• EO 14008 January 27, 2021 (Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad); 
• EO 14007 January 27, 2021 (President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology); 
• EO 14013 February 4, 2021 (Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and 

Planning for the Impact of Climate Change on Migration); 
• EO 14027 May 7, 2021 (Establishment of the Climate Change Support Office); 
• EO 14030 May 20, 2021 (Climate-Related Financial Risk); 
• EO 14037 August 5, 2021 (Strengthening American Leadership in Clean Cars and Trucks); 
• EO 14057 December 8, 2021 (Catalyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs Through Federal 

Sustainability); 
• EO 14072 April 22, 2022 (Strengthening the Nation’s Forests, Communities, and Local 

Economies); 
• EO 14082 September 12, 2022 (Implementation of the Energy and Infrastructure 

Provisions of the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022); and 
• EO 14096 April 21, 2023 (Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to Environmental Justice 

for All). 
  
While it is not apparent from the title of EO 14008, this is the EO that established the Justice 40 Initiative.  It 
has been revoked. 
  
 
Secretarial Order - Appointment of Acting Sub-Cabinet Level Officers at the Interior Department 
 
3414 - Establishment of New Department Leadership Team and Temporary Redelegation of Authority 
 
In Secretarial Order 3414, Acting Secretary Cruikshank made the following appointments of acting officials: 
 

• Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals Management: Cara Lee Macdonald, Chief of 
Staff to the Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals Management 

• Assistant Secretary – Fish and Wildlife and Parks: Maureen Foster, Chief of Staff to 
the Assistant Secretary – Fish and Wildlife and Parks 

• Director, Bureau of Land Management: John Raby, Nevada State Director for the 
Bureau of Land Management 

• Director, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement: Glenda Owens, 
Deputy Director 

• Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Paul Souza, Regional Director, Region 8 
• Director, United States Geological Survey: Sarah Ryker, Associate Director for Energy 

and Minerals 
  
  

https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/3414-establishment-new-department-leadership-team-and-temporary
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Executive Order - “Declaring a National Energy Emergency”  
 
Declaring a National Energy Emergency – The White House 
 
This EO finds that: 
 
The energy and critical minerals (“energy”) identification, leasing, development, production, 
transportation, refining, and generation capacity of the United States is inadequate.  The integrity and 
expansion of our Nation’s energy infrastructure —- from coast to coast -— is an immediate and pressing 
priority for the protection of national and economic security.   
 
It calls for expediting the expansion of energy infrastructure across the nation.  Agencies are required to 
“identify and use all relevant authorities available to them to expedite the completion of all authorized and 
appropriated infrastructure, energy, environmental, and natural resources projects” within their 
authority.  Within 30 days, agencies are required to identify planned and potential actions to facilitate the 
Nation’s energy supply that may be subject to emergency treatment under Corps of Engineers regulations 
and nationwide permits.  The agencies are required to report these actions to the Corps of Engineers, OMB 
and NEC, initially, and provide updates thereafter at 30 day intervals.  The Corps is directed to consult 
promptly with these agencies and to take prompt action under the Corp’s emergency permitting provisions. 
EPA is directed to cooperate with the Corps in this effort.  
 
A similar report of planned and potential actions to facilitate the Nation’s energy supply that may be 
subject to the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) regulation on Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultations in 
emergencies (50 CFR § 402.05) is required to be submitted to the Secretaries of Interior and Commerce, 
OMB, NEC and CEQ within 30 days.  Agencies are directed to use the FWS emergency regulation to the 
“maximum extent possible” to facilitate the Nation’s energy supply. Follow up reports are required at 30 
day intervals thereafter.  The Interior Secretary is directed to ensure that the FWS is available to consult 
with agencies promptly and take other “prompt and appropriate action” under the FWS emergency 
regulations.  Similar direction is given to the Secretary of Commerce in connection with ESA consultations 
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.  The Secretary of the Interior is directed to convene meetings of 
the Endangered Species Act Committee no less frequently than quarterly to consider applications for 
exemption from ESA Section 7 obligations submitted by an agency, the Governor of a State or any permit 
applicant who seeks an exemption.  
 
 
Executive Order - “Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential” 
 
Unleashing Alaska's Extraordinary Resource Potential – The White House 
 
Section 2 establishes a national policy of: 
 

• fully utilizing Alaska’s vast lands and resources; 
• efficiently and effectively maximizing the development and production of natural resources located 

on both Federal and State lands within Alaska; 
• expediting the permitting and leasing of energy and natural resource projects on federal and State 

lands in Alaska; 
• prioritizing development of Alaska’s liquified natural gas (LNG) potential. 

  
This EO mandates a number of actions to facilitate energy and mineral production in Alaska.  Anticipating 
that these actions are mostly of interest to a single state, I have not attempted to provide a detailed 
summary here.  
  
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/declaring-a-national-energy-emergency/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-alaskas-extraordinary-resource-potential/
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Executive Order - “Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity” 
 
Ending Illegal Discrimination And Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity – The White House 
 
The title, Statement of Purpose, and Policy provisions of this EO do not fully reflect its breadth.  According 
to the “purpose” section of this EO, it targets Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) principals for elimination 
from the federal government.  However, first among the several previous EOs revoked by this EO is the 
Clinton era EO 12898 (February 11, 1994) that is the foundation for environmental justice initiatives since 
then. 
  
Senate Con�irms Governor Doug Burgum as Secretary of the Interior 

On Thursday, January 29, 2025, the United States Senate voted to con�irm former North Dakota Governor 
Doug Burgum as Secretary of the Interior by a vote of 79-18.  Governor Burgum received robust bipartisan 
support.  Senator Heinrich (NM), the ranking member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, made a �loor speech in support of Governor Burgum’s con�irmation.  Senators Rochester (DE), 
Coons (DE), Hirono (HI), Kim (NJ), Markey (MA), Merkley (OR), Murphy (CT), Murray (WA), Padilla (CA), 
Peters (MI), Reed (RI), Sanders (VT), Schiff (CA), Schumer (NY), Van Hollen (MD), Warren (MA), and Wyden 
(OR), all of the minority opposed con�irmation Senators Booker (NJ), Fetterman (PA) and Ossoff (GA) did 
not vote.   

  
Nomination of Katharine MacGregor as Deputy Interior Secretary 
 
On January 22, 2025, the President sent several deputy secretary and sub-cabinet level nominations to the 
Senate.  Among those nominated was Katharine Macgregor to serve as Deputy Secretary of the Interior 
Department.  She is currently leading the transition effort at Interior. 
Nominations Transmitted to the Senate – The White House 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/nominations-transmitted-to-the-senate/

