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About Alaska

• Alaska has over 174 Million acres of wetlands

• That’s 43% of our State

• The rest of the US has 103 million acres of 
wetlands

• We have 63% of the Nation’s wetlands
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About Alaska

Unique Wetland Types

1. Permafrost

2. Black Spruce/Muskeg
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About Alaska

Most of our wetlands are frozen for much of the year!
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About Alaska

• Everything needs a wetlands permit

• The vast majority of our wetlands are 
undisturbed
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Statewide Compensatory Mitigation Challenges

• Land Ownership – federal agencies and state have 
already set aside much of Alaska; lack of private land

• Prevalence of wetlands throughout state

• Unique hydrology and landscapes – permafrost, 
glaciated areas, black spruce bogs, undeveloped soils.

• Short seasons to map, mitigate and monitor

• Large service areas in rural Alaska.  Available credits 
may not be near impacted acreage.

• Few current ILFs and mitigation banks

• Limitations of landscape-scale data and costs to 
acquire site-specific data

• Logistics, logistics, logistics!
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State Primacy

• Congress intended for States to assume 404

(1977 Amendment Clean Water Act)

• We are in the evaluation process

• Excellent collaboration with EPA and ACOE

• This wont be easy or inexpensive

• The Big Question: Which wetlands are assumable?
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WOTUS Rule

• Regional Differences

• State Primacy issues

• Collaboration with States
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Thanks!
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